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Minimum required smoke alarms Recommended additional smoke alarms

• The Building Code of Australia stipulates that all Class 1a and 1b dwellings in Australia are required
to have smoke alarms installed.

• These smoke alarms must conform to Australian Standard 3786.

• In simple terms Class 1a buildings are the typical home, a detached dwelling or group of dwellings
such as town houses, terrace houses or row houses.  Class 1b are typically boarding or guesthouses,
no bigger than 300m2 and with no more than 12 people. *

• In South Australia, it is the property owner’s responsibility to have the appropriate number of working
smoke alarms installed.

• For extra protection, install more than just the minimum number of smoke alarms in your home and
have them interconnected.

• Notwithstanding the legal requirements, the SA Metropolitan Fire Service (MFS) always recommends
that interconnected 240V photoelectric smoke alarms are installed to provide the best protection
across a range of fires.

The sample house plans below display suggestions of where to position smoke alarms in your home.

 Single storey homes						      Two storey home
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Smoke alarm legislation has changed a number of times over the years. The type of smoke alarm 
required in a home is dependent on when the home was built and whether it has changed ownership.  
Use this flow chart to assist in determining which smoke alarm to install.

* This Quick Guide does not apply to motels, hotels or multi-storey apartment buildings where fire safety standards are set to higher levels.

For more detailed information refer to the MFS Fact Sheet - Smoke Alarm Legislation.

START HERE TO IDENTIFY YOUR SMOKE ALARM REQUIREMENT

Do all residential premises require smoke alarms?

YES

Was the home built between 
1 January 1995 - 1 May 2014?YES

Has the home ownership changed 
since 1 February 1998?

If the home has undergone a  
major renovation or extension 

since 1 May 2014? 

RENOVATED or NEW AREA:
240V interconnected 

smoke alarms

AND EXISTING AREA:
240V 

smoke alarms

If the home has undergone a  
major renovation or extension 

since 1 May 2014? 

RENOVATED or NEW AREA:
240V interconnected 

smoke alarms

AND EXISTING AREA:
240V or 10 year long-life 

battery smoke alarms

Minimum requirement  
240V or  

10 year long-life battery 
smoke alarms

If the home has undergone a  
major renovation or extension 

since 1 May 2014? 

RENOVATED or NEW AREA:
240V interconnected 

smoke alarms

AND EXISTING AREA:
9V battery 

smoke alarms

Minimum requirement 
9V 

battery 
smoke alarms

YES

NOYES

Was the home built after this period?

Minimum requirement 
240V  

smoke alarms

NO

NO

Homes built after 
1 May 2014 require 

240V interconnected 
smoke alarms
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https://www.mfs.sa.gov.au/community/safety-and-education/fact-sheets-and-brochures/fact-sheet-pages/smoke-alarm-legislation



